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tell at what point a nation will cry for mercy ?
That does not depend upon the amount of food ;
It depends upon the spirit of the nation. History
shows that there is little limit to what some
nations will endure before they surrender/'
The practical upshot of all this was that he
could see no alternative to a clear and clean
military victory. The only reason, in fact, why
he combated such theories as " attrition " and
" hunger-surrender " was that he regarded them
as excuses unconsciously put forward to avoid
the strain and stress necessary for that achieve-
ment. Se saw men at that period cultivating
optimism as a means of concealing from them-
selves the stark realities. He saw others pre-
ferring short views to long preparations. He per-
ceived that too many were seeking for any or
every other means of a softer outlet; and yet,
to his mind, the sole chance of obtaining a satis-
factory close to the war lay along the iron road
of victory. It was in that way that he came
to regard the people he met as too sanguine;
for that reason he set himself to preach a more
sombre view.
So much did this view afterwards prevail that It
is difficult to recall now those amazingly cheerful
forecasts so popular during the first six months
of the war. Public opinion soon recovered from
the first shock of the retreat from Mons. There
were even a considerable body of people who per-
suaded themselves to regard that valorous series
of rear-guard actions as a crowning victory.
When, on September 9th, 1914, the Gfermans
stopped their advance and began to retire